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EXPORT FORUM AN ADDED ATTRACTION TO BUSINESS EXPO 

 
Business Expo, the Chamber’s salute to Small Business Month in BC, is launching the 
Vancouver Island Export Forum as an added attraction at the Expo on October 3 in the VICC. 
Export traffic from Nanaimo to destinations regionally and around the world are growing. New 
tools are available to support those exporting from the mid-Island and the Forum will reveal 
some of these. 

The Island’s Foreign Trade Zone designation, the Port Authority’s Short Sea Shipping 
advantages, the opening of Export Navigator offices here, and recent rapid growth of 
advanced manufacturing on the Island were all good reasons to launch the Forum now. 

“Whether your business is actively involved in export trade, or you count manufacturers and 
exporters among your clients and colleagues, this is an opportunity to gain an advantage early 
in the game. Advanced-manufacturing and exporting is a rapidly growing sector of the local 
economy” according to Kim Smythe of the Nanaimo Chamber.  
 
A panel including George Hanson of VIEA, Fabrizio Alberico of Export Navigator, John Juricic 
with the Island Manufacturing Council, and others will be in attendance. The event starts at 
1:00 pm in the Departure Bay Room at VICC and is co-presented by the Nanaimo Chamber and 
Young Professionals of Nanaimo. 
 
At 2 pm, the Forum highlights a team from the Belgian Trade Commission, encouraging 
export to Europe by taking advantage of the new Canada Europe Trade Agreement. With 
trade conditions becoming more complicated with current trade partners, CETA becomes 
even more attractive. 

 
Help kick off Small Business Month in BC and find out what’s happening with business in 
Nanaimo today – attendance is free! Register now for the forum: 
www.nanaimochamber.bc.ca 


